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DESIGNATION OF JUNE 9 AS
“AMERICAS CHILDREN AND YOUTH DAY”

(Adopted by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on May 10, 2017)

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

HAVING SEEN:

That the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) celebrates its ninetieth anniversary in 2017; on June 9, 1927, representatives of 10 states in the region (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Cuba, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela) signed the Founding Charter of the International American Institute for the Protection of Children, today the IIN;

CONSIDERING:

That on June 9, 1927, Dr. Luis Morquio presented the so-called Bill of Rights of the Child—one of the preeminent forerunners of the current Convention on the Rights of the Child—that focused on the situation of children in the Americas as its principal theme;

That both the foundation of a specialized institution for the protection of children and the proposal of a bill of rights for children were historical milestones in the relationship that the states and societies of the inter-American system enjoyed with children;

That in 1949, the International American Institute for the Protection of Children joined the Organization of American States (OAS) as a specialized organization on children and adolescents and was renamed the Inter-American Children’s Institute.  In 2004, mindful of the need for more-inclusive, gender-aware language, the Statutes of the IIN were amended to change the Spanish name of the IIN from Instituto Interamericano del Niño to Instituto Interamericano del Niño, la Niña y Adolescentes; and

That the IIN is part of the OAS human rights pillar, 

MINDFUL: 

That since its inception, the IIN has worked tirelessly to ensure greater care for children and youth, who are generally largely overlooked when it comes to promotion and protection of their rights;  

That, at present, 40 percent of the region's population is under 18 years old, and that in subregions such as Central America that proportion surpasses 55 percent, which signifies that human rights promotion and protection policies should take particular account of that population group, with all their unique qualities, depending on their culture, history, and specific living conditions; that promotion and protection of human rights, including those of children and youth, is a necessary precondition for the consolidation of democracy in our region; and


That it would be apposite for the motto “more rights for more people” advanced by the General Secretariat expressly to include children and youth,

RESOLVES:

1. To designate June 9 as Americas Children and Youth Day.

2. To encourage that day each year to be turned into a day of reflection and work on the situation of children and youth in the region, as well as on ongoing measures to promote and protect the rights of children and youth.

3. That on a day close to June 9 each year the Permanent Council will meet and include this item on the order of business in order to include the voices and views of children and youth on the situation in the region.
4. To instruct the IIN to make the necessary arrangements so that, during its consideration of the topic, the Permanent Council can receive the voices and views of youth [image: image2.wmf] 
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organizations, whether remotely or in person, as circumstances permit.
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